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Section M—DESCRIPTION OF THE ACCIDENT |

1, TRLLIN RATIVE PORM, IN a8 MUTen DEVAIL A% Nycaodant, EVERYTHING TRAT IS KNOWN ABOUT THE ACIDENT. D& S8UES 70 COVER EVERYTIING Tuar MAY IHave
Tt‘o;nﬁglu TOWARD TUE ACURNT. INCLUDE K ECOMMENDATIONS FOR ASTION 70 PEEVENT BIMILAR ACCIDENTA, AND ACTION TAKEN -

Investigation r.vealed thut the aireraft flew from Godman Fiold, rentuaky to Hayes
Bombing Range, discharzed :ts .bombs anu then proceeded on a low oross oohntry altitude-
two (2} ship formation with the co=pilot taking over as operator. from the Goepilots? -.
seat. The engimeor reportsd vpon reaching ths vicinity of iadison, Indim,- that the
co-pilot began let down to lower ievels from approximately 1000's Let down was cone
tinued to such a low altitude that the wingmen 8ecided to pull away from the formation
at which time he noted water spray from the lead ships propellars as he pulied away,
At this time thc ongineer reported he was making an entry on the Form 1A, und then he
suddenly noted (looking out of the window) a bridge in the rear of wnem that apparentl
was passed uncer by his aireraft considering the low al*itude at which thoy were flyi
aporoximately five (5) minutes later, the engineer heard & splashing noise and immedia
~taly braced himselfs Them looking up at the #lot and 00-pilot, both were trying to
resover the aircraft after having struok the water. Attempts to recover the airorsft
wers unsucesssful, thereby it hit the wator and sunk. At this pc'int, the wingman had
completed his circle anu was back at the scene of incident, noting individuals in the

waters He tren dropped his life raft for their rescue » however, the survivors were
rescued by oivilians in the area.
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: F % RICOMMENDATIONS That emphasie be placed on the wearing of the shoulder harneas by pilots
and; co-pilots on all flights in all. B-26's at this station,*
Re-omphasirze the importance and strict adherence to flying regulations

o ail flying persomnel at: this station,

SN

1 Acrion Taxes Inspections are now being conducted to see thut all B-26 aircraft at thia

station are equipped v.ith shouldsr harnesses, and in oases where no provisioans have been
mde for installation of harnesses, steps are being takon 0 have tnem installed.
Filots have been briefed on the wearing of the shoulder harness vna the importance of
same, with the urgenoy of striet oomplimnce. ‘5[
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Statement of CHARLES H. HUNTER, 1lst Lieutenant, air Corps,

On Sunday, 8 July 1945, Lieutenant Bl.ck was assigned to %
lead a flight of three (3) B-25J's on & skip-bombing znd minimum
@ltitude formation mission, Lieutenant Black wus the pilot of
ship #746, mine was #768 and Lieutenant Hawkins was assigned to
ship #094, After taking off, I joined #746 and flew on his right
wing., Ship #094 developed hydraulic failure on take off and re-
turned to the field leaving two (2) ships in the formation with
Lieutenant Black flying #746 in the lead. The formation proceeded
to the Hayes School Range, #e dropped our bombs =nd I rejoined
Lieutenant Bluck at 2000 feet over the range.

The navigator of #74,6, Lieutenant Hotesse then informed me
by radio that we would proceed to Cinncinatti at low altitude,
following the Ohlio River to destination. #e proceeded in forma-
tion at low altitude on a course that intercepted the river and
then flew toward destination at a very low altitude. st this
time, the Co-pilot of the lead ship was at the controls and as
faer as I em able to ascertain, was piloting the aircraft through
on the entire trip. _

The formation seemed to be flying too low as we passed to
the right of Madison, Indiana smd up the river channel ami not
belng able to judge my altitude above the ground and since the
Co-pllot of the lead ship was at the controls, I broke away from
the lead ship gaining altitude and increasing the distance between
our wings., I kept the lead ship in sight noticing thw.t I could
not tell the difterence between the ship und its reflection on
the water which was very bright due to brilliancy of the weter.
ouddenly I saw water spraying from behind the props of #74L6 and
lmmedi..tely that ship passed from my sight because my left wing
hindered my vision, My window was open and above my engine mBXEBX
noise I could hear the engines of #7,6 roar us if they were run-
ning away or as if the props hud become detached. I inmediasely
climbed higher and on turning and looking back I saw the lead
ship in the water, nose down with the tail section severed from
the rest of the plane, Parts of the plane were scattered in the
neighborhood and I thought I saw three (3) men swimming in the
water. 1 circled the scene for :bout five minutes dropping a life raf
raft and first aid kits while surfuce crafts came to the wreckage
and when the ship had disappeared &i.d it took three (3) minutes
to sink znd there was no one left in sight in the water, I flew
back to my base alone and reported the accident. L e u

LzS H. HUNIER,
1st Lt., air Corps.




Statement of Coporal Isianh Grice, Air Corps.

I, Coporal Isiah Grice, 36826160, was engineer on Aircraft #746.
da took off fron Godman Field, Kentucky, at approximately 0815, iie flew
to the boambing range and dropped six (63 borbs, leaving the bombing range,
proceeded to fly low altitude fommation. ‘

#e began let down from about 10CO! in the vicinity of iaaison,
Indiana and continued let down. I then turned in the enginsers' compart-
ment with my back to the pilet and co-pilot to make & rerark oii Lthe Form
1-A. Suddenly I looked back and saw a bridge Lhat we nad apparently
passed under considering our low altitued. We were still letting down
when the aircraft scrapped the water. ‘The co~-pilot and pilot tried to
pull the aircreft up after it struck the water, but was rot successful in
their attempt. From this point on I don't recall anything until I
realized I was on top of the water clinging toa cushion.
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Captain, Air Corps,

Group Assistant Air Inspector (Tecnhnical)
477th Compusite Group,

Godman Field, Kentucky.
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